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Abstract

In this study, we combined the behavioral and objective approach in the field of empirical aesthetics.
First, we studied the perception of beauty by investigating shifts in evaluation on perceived beauty of
abstract artworks (Experiment 1). Because the participants showed heterogeneous individual preferences
for the paintings, we divided them into seven clusters for the test. The experiment revealed a clear pattern
of perceptual contrast. The perceived beauty of abstract paintings increased after exposure to paintings
that were rated as less beautiful, and it decreased after exposure to paintings that were rated as more
beautiful

Keywords: preference, evaluation, perception.
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